
ICAR-CIFA joins hands with Govt of Kerala to promote Indigenous Fishes  

ICAR-CIFA provided technical guidance to the Govt of Kerala for the establishment of fish 

hatchery for breeding indigenous fishes. The  Department of Fisheries, Government of Kerala with 

technical support from Bengaluru Regional Research Center of ICAR-CIFA established a cost-effective 

hatchery complex for breeding indigenous fishes of kerala Puntius carnaticus and Puntius pulchellus. The 

hatchery was virtually inaugurated by the Honorable Fisheries minister of Kerala Smt. J Mercykuttyamma 

on 13th October, 2020. Dr Saroj K.Swain, Director, ICAR-CIFA was the chief guest for the function which 

was presided by the Honorable Kalpetta MLA, Sri. C.K. Saseendran. 

In her inaugural address Smt. J Mercykuttyamma appreciated the technical assistance received 

from ICAR-CIFA and its regional Centre at Bangalore and thanked the Director and staff members of the 

Institute for the same. She emphasized that this collaboration should continue for breeding and seed 

production of more indigenous peninsular carps of Kerala.  Dr. Saroj Kumar swain, Director CIFA, in his 

address congratulated the Honorable Minister for Fisheries, Government of Kerala, Smt. J 

Mercykuttyamma and the entire staff of state Fisheries department for taking this commendable step, 

which is going to help in reviving the indigenous fish fauna of Kerala in particular and peninsular India 

in general. He also hoped that with this endeavor, we will be able to revive the indigenous fishes, most of 

which have at present declined to the status of critically endangered or extinct, to its past glory. Dr Swain 

also assured that ICAR-CIFA will extend all technical support requisitioned by the state fisheries 

department for breeding and seed production of indigenous fishes. Dr Hemaprashanth, Scientist-In-

Charge, RRC-Bengaluru, ICAR-CIFA informed that the scientists of the center will provide constant 

technical support to the hatchery and required capacity building programme will be conducted for the staff 

of the department of fisheries.  

 


